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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA 2025 FALL SEASON 

CASTING UPDATE 
 

Yongzhao Yu will make his Company debut as The Duke of Mantua in  

Verdi’s Rigoletto, replacing Giovanni Sala 
 

 
Yongzhao Yu. Photo: Jeffrey Larson 

 

2025–26 Season subscriptions available at sfopera.com and (415) 864-3330 

Single tickets will go on sale at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 8 
 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (June 30, 2025) — San Francisco Opera announced a casting update for the 

opening opera of its 2025–26 Season, which opens Friday, September 5 with seven additional 

performances through September 27. The role of The Duke of Mantua in Giuseppe Verdi’s Rigoletto 

will be performed by Chinese tenor Yongzhao Yu, who makes his Company debut. Yu replaces 

Giovanni Sala who has withdrawn from the production for personal reasons. 

 

Praised by Opera News for his “gleaming, powerful voice” and “thrilling top notes,” Yongzhao Yu 

made an acclaimed debut as the Duke of Mantua in Rigoletto with English National Opera earlier 

this season. His 2024–25 Season also featured a return to the Metropolitan Opera where he 

appeared as Rodolfo in Puccini’s La Bohème and the Messenger in Verdi’s Aida, the latter 

witnessed globally as part of The Met: Live in HD simulcast series. He has performed the Duke 

with Seattle Opera and, immediately after San Francisco Opera, will perform the role for his 

Canadian debut with Vancouver Opera. This summer he is scheduled to portray Cavaradossi in a 

new production of Puccini’s Tosca at the Glimmerglass Festival with soprano Michelle Bradley and 

bass-baritone Greer Grimsley and reprise the role with Pacific Opera Victoria. 

https://www.sfopera.com/
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San Francisco Opera’s 2025–26 Season kicks off on Friday, September 5 with the annual Opera 

Ball, co-presented with San Francisco Opera Guild, and Verdi’s Rigoletto under the baton of Eun 

Sun Kim and starring Amartuvshin Enkhbat in the title role, Adela Zaharia as Gilda and Yongzhao 

Yu as the Duke of Mantua. Keystones of the Company’s 103rd season are the world premiere of 

The Monkey King (November 14–30) by composer Huang Ruo and librettist David Henry Hwang, 

and Maestro Kim conducting a new production of Richard Wagner’s Parsifal (October 25–

November 13). This fall San Francisco Opera also commemorates its legacy of commissioning and 

presenting new operas with a 25th-anniversary presentation of Jake Heggie and Terrence 

McNally’s Dead Man Walking (September 14–28), the most widely performed new opera of the last 

25 years which was introduced in 2000 at the War Memorial Opera House. 

 

Subscriptions for the 2025–26 season are available now and single tickets will go on sale July 8 at 

11 a.m. For more information, visit sfopera.com. 

 

 

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Julie Dickson, Jerome & Thao Dodson, The Dolby Family, Bertie 

Bialek Elliott, Keith & Priscilla Geeslin, Gordon P. Getty, Louise Gund, John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, Elizabeth B. 

Jamieson, in memory of Burgess Jamieson, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet 

Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard & Barbro Osher, Barbara Oshman, Marieke & Jeff Rothschild, Jan 

Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne & Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds, Diane B. Wilsey, 

Barbara A. Wolfe, and an anonymous donor. 
 

Opera Ball is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey. 
 

Rigoletto is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.  

Additional support is provided by: Jerome & Thao Dodson, John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, San Francisco Opera 

Guild, Franklin & Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, The Thomas Tilton 

Production Fund, Dianne & Tad Taube and Barbara Moller Ward. Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, through 

the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund 
 

Yamaha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera. 
 

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts. 

 

San Francisco Opera is a member of 

 

PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable images for Yongzhao Yu, Rigoletto and the full 

2025–26 Season are available at sfopera.com/press. 
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For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications: 

Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com 

Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com 

Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com 
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