SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA'S 103rd SEASON OPENS SEPTEMBER 5 WITH
GIUSEPPE VERDI'S RIGOLETTO
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Scenes

Music Director Eun Sun Kim conducts cast featuring Amartuvshin Enkhbat,
Yongzhao Yu, Adela Zaharia, J'Nai Bridges, Peixin Chen

-

Amartuvshin Enkhbat (Rigoletto), Yongzhao Yu (the Duke), Adela Zaharia (Gilda),
JNai Bridges (Maddalena), Peixin Chen (Sparafucile)

Tickets available at (415) 864-3330 and sfopera.com
Saturday, September 13 matinee performance will be livestreamed

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (August 5, 2025) — San Francisco Opera opens its 103rd season on Friday,
September 5 with Opera Ball, the opening night benefit gala co-presented with San Francisco
Opera Guild, and Giuseppe Verdi's Rigoletto (September 5-27), led by Caroline H. Hume Music
Director Eun Sun Kim.

The story of Rigoletto centers around the titular jester who hurls insults at courtiers for the
amusement of the Duke of Mantua. At home, Rigoletto is a loving, protective father to a daughter
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he keeps hidden from the depraved world at court. When one of the targets of Rigoletto's cruelty
curses him, tragic repercussions follow. The fast-paced action of Verdi's score, filled with turbulent
drama and memorable tunes, like the aria “La donna & mobile," made the opera a breakout hit in
1851. Rigoletto, which remains one of the composer's most popular works, marks the beginning of

Verdi's “middle period,” a time when he produced a series of classics in rapid succession, including
Il Trovatore (1853), La Traviata (1853) and Un Ballo in Maschera (1859).

Eun Sun Kim, noted for bringing “tonal muscle and stylistic variety” (San Francisco Chronicle) to her
performances of Verdi, adds Rigoletto to her initiative to conduct major works by Verdi and Richard
Wagner in San Francisco every season. Later this fall, Kim leads San Francisco Opera's free Opera
in the Park concert at Golden Gate Park on September 7, a new production of Wagner's Parsifal
(October 25-November 13) and a one-night-only concert featuring Beethoven's Fifth Symphony
and music by Spanish composer Manuel de Falla (November 1). Later in the upcoming season, Kim
conducts Richard Strauss and Hugo von Hofmannsthal's Elektra (June 7-27, 2026) for the first time.

Jose Maria Condemi directs San Francisco Opera's acclaimed Rigoletto production, which evokes
the surreal perspective paintings of Italian artist Giorgio de Chirico through the work of set
designer Michael Yeargan, costume designer Constance Hoffman and original lighting designer
Mark McCullough, recreated in this revival by San Francisco Opera’s Lighting Director Justin A.
Partier. Company Dance Master Colm Seery is the choreographer, and Chorus Director John
Keene prepares the artists of the San Francisco Opera Chorus.

The Company debut of Amartuvshin Enkhbat as Renato in Verdi's Un Ballo in Maschera in 2024
was hailed by the San Francisco Chronicle as “a revelation. The best Verdi baritone we've had here
in many years." A native of Sukhbaatar aimag Khalzan in Mongolia, Enkhbat returns as Rigoletto, a
pinnacle role of the baritone repertoire which he has performed more than 100 times around the
world.

Romanian soprano Adela Zaharia, who portrayed Donna Anna in Mozart's Don Giovanni here in
2022 and returned in 2023 as a soloist for San Francisco Opera's 100th Anniversary Concert, brings
her “beautifully timbred voice” (Platea Magazine) to Rigoletto's daughter, Gilda. Tenor Yongzhao Yu,
praised by Opera News for his “thrilling top notes,” makes his house debut as the Duke of Mantua.

Mezzo-soprano J'Nai Bridges, who portrayed Carmen with the Company in 2019 and was featured
in San Francisco Opera's video portrait series, In Song, is Maddalena. Chinese bass Peixin Chen
joins the Company as Sparafucile. Chen will return in November to create the role of Supreme
Lord Laozi in the world premiere of Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang's The Monkey King
(November 14-30). Baritone Aleksey Bogdanov takes on the role of the aggrieved father,
Monterone, who curses Rigoletto, and mezzo Stella Hannock portrays the maid, Giovanna.
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The cast includes current San Francisco Opera Adler Fellows Olivier Zerouali (Marullo), Samuel
White (Borsa), Jongwon Han (Count Ceprano) and Caroline Corrales (Countess Ceprano). Former
Adler Fellow soprano Elisa Sunshine is the Page.

San Francisco Opera has performed Rigoletto in 34 of its previous 102 seasons, beginning with the
inaugural season in 1923 when Company founder Gaetano Merola conducted a cast featuring
baritone Giuseppe De Luca as Rigoletto, tenor Beniamino Gigli as the Duke and soprano Queena
Mario as Gilda. For more information about the history of Rigoletto at San Francisco Opera, visit
sfopera.com/archives.

Performed in ltalian with English supertitles, the eight performances of Rigoletto are scheduled for
September 5 (8 p.m.), 10 (7:30 p.m.), 13 (2 p.m.), 16 (7:30 p.m.), 19 (7:30 p.m.), 21 (2 p.m.), 24 (7:30
p.m.), 27 (7:30 p.m.), 2025.

LIVESTREAM: RIGOLETTO, Saturday, September 13

The Saturday, September 13 matinee performance of Rigoletto will be livestreamed at 2 p.m. PT.
The opera will also be available to watch on demand for 48 hours beginning on Sunday,
September 14 at 10 a.m. PT. Tickets for the livestream and limited on-demand viewing are $25 or
$125 for all six operas of the 2025-26 Season. For tickets and more information about livestreams,
visit sfopera.com/digital.

VIVA VERDI! THE COMPOSER WHO SHAPED ITALY'S SOUL—A SYMPOSIUM
Saturday, September 20, 10:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture in San Francisco, 2 Marina Boulevard, Building C

Museo Italo Americano, in collaboration with The Leonardo Da Vinci Society, hosts a daylong
symposium of lectures, conversations and live music celebrating the powerful art of Italian
composer Giuseppe Verdi. Presentation topics include the young Verdi; La Traviata between myth
and modernity; Rigoletto at San Francisco Opera and a conversation about costumes. The
symposium will include performances of arias from Verdi's operas by soprano Eileen Meredith,
tenor Chester Pidduck and pianist Ron Borelli. Tickets are $40 for Museo members and $75
general admission (ticket includes lunch). Visit sfmuseo.org/event/verdi.

POST-PERFORMANCE TALKBACK WITH EUN SUN KIM: Sunday, September 21

Following the Sunday, September 21 matinee of Verdi's Rigoletto, Music Director Eun Sun Kim, who
conducts the performance, will host a post-performance talkback in the theater. Ticketholders are
invited to gather after the performance for a discussion about the work that goes into producing
Verdi's classic, both on the stage and behind the scenes.
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PRE-OPERA TALKS

Conductor and music historian Jessica Bejarano presents a 20-minute overview of Rigoletto
beginning 55 minutes prior to each performance for ticketholders. An audio recording of the talk
will be made available at sfopera.com/rigoletto.

TICKETS AND INFORMATION

Tickets for Rigoletto are priced from $29 to $447. Subscriptions for San Francisco Opera's 2025-26
Season start at $139 for Full Series (6 productions) and $68 for Half Series (2-4 productions) and a
Design Your Own (DYO) option (minimum three operas). A $2 per-ticket facility fee is included in
Balcony 1, 2 and 3 zone prices; all other zones include a $3 per-ticket facility fee. For tickets and
more information, contact the San Francisco Opera Box Office at 301 Van Ness Avenue, call (415)
864-3330 or visit at sfopera.com. For information about subscriber benefits and special series
subscriptions, including the Student & Teacher Series offering 50% off select Full, Half and Design
Your Own Series, visit sfopera.com/subscribe.

Tickets for Opera Ball are available at sfopera.com/operaball and BRAVO! Ball tickets are available
at sfopera.com/seasons/bravo-ball.

Tickets for the September 13 livestream of Rigoletto are $25. For more information, visit
sfopera.com/digital.

The Dolby Family's Opera for the Bay program provides $10 tickets to all mainstage performances
to Bay Area residents (home address zip code between 94000-95999) who have not purchased
tickets in the past three seasons. Discounted Dolby Tickets for Rigoletto go on sale Tuesday,
August 5 at 12 p.m. and are limited to two tickets per eligible patron. Visit sfopera.com/dolby.

The War Memorial Opera House is located at 301 Van Ness Avenue. Patrons are encouraged to
use public transportation to attend San Francisco Opera performances. The War Memorial Opera
House is within walking distance of the Civic Center BART/Muni Station and near numerous bus
lines, including 5, 21, 49 and F Market Street. For further public transportation information, visit
bart.gov and sfmta.com.

Gifts of all sizes help create San Francisco Opera's programs and are much appreciated. To donate
visit sfopera.com/donate.

All casting, programs, schedules and ticket prices are subject to change. For further information
about San Francisco Opera's 2025-26 Season, visit sfopera.com.
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RIGOLETTO CASTING AND CALENDAR

*San Francisco Opera Debut JRole Debut {Current Adler Fellow

QAdler Fellowship Graduate *Merola Opera Program Graduate

All performances take place at the War Memorial Opera House (301 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco)

RIGOLETTO by Giuseppe Verdi

September 5 (8 p.m.), 10 (7:30 p.m.), 13 (2 p.m.), 16 (7.30 p.m.), 19 (7:30 p.m.), 21 (2 p.m.), 24 (7:30

p.m.), 27 (7:30 p.m.), 2025

San Francisco Opera production

Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave, after Victor Hugo's play Le roi samuse
Approximate running time: 2 hours, 35 minutes with one intermission

Performed in ltalian with English supertitles

World Premiere:
First San Francisco Opera performance:
Most recent:

Cast:

Rigoletto

Gilda

The Duke of Mantua
Count Monterone
Maddalena
Sparafucile
Marullo

Matteo Borsa
Count Ceprano
Giovanna
Countess Ceprano
Page

Usher

Creative Team:
Conductor

Stage Director

Set Designer

Costume Designer
Original Lighting Designer
Revival Lighting Designer
Choreographer

Chorus Director

Fight Director

Venice; March 11, 1851
October 8, 1923
May-July 2017

Amartuvshin Enkhbat
Adela Zaharia
Yongzhao Yu’
Aleksey Bogdanov+
J'Nai Bridges

Peixin Chen”

Olivier Zerouali2 }+
Samuel White 4+
Jongwon Han/{
Stella Hannock?
Caroline Corrales>}+
Elisa Sunshine{+
William Lee Bryan?

Eun Sun Kim

Jose Maria Condemi{+
Michael Yeargan
Constance Hoffman
Mark McCullough
Justin A. Partier

Colm Seery

John Keene

Dave Maier
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San Francisco Opera Orchestra, San Francisco Opera Chorus and San Francisco Opera Dance
Corps

San Francisco Opera is sponsored, in part, by Julie Dickson, Jerome & Thao Dodson, The Dolby Family, Bertie
Bialek Elliott, Keith & Priscilla Geeslin, Gordon P. Getty, Louise Gund, John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, Elizabeth B.
Jamieson, in memory of Burgess Jamieson, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. & Jeannik Méequet
Littlefield Fund, Steven M. Menzies, Bernard & Barbro Osher, Barbara Oshman, Marieke & Jeff Rothschild, Jan
Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, Dianne & Tad Taube, Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds, Diane B. Wilsey,
Barbara A. Wolfe, and an anonymous donor.

Opera Ball is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.

Opera in the Park is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.
Additional support provided by The William & Gretchen Kimball Fund.

Rigoletto is made possible, in part, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.
Additional support is provided by: Jerome & Thao Dodson, John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, San Francisco Opera
Guild, Franklin & Catherine Johnson, Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, The Thomas Tilton
Production Fund, Dianne & Tad Taube and Barbara Moller Ward. Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, through
the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund.

OperaVision high-definition projection screens featured in the upper Balcony level, is made possible by the
Taube Media Suite.

San Francisco Opera livestreams are made possible, in part, by George & Leslie Hume.

San Francisco Opera final dress rehearsals are made possible, in part, by Associate Production Sponsor
San Francisco Federal Credit Union.

Yamabha is the official piano of San Francisco Opera.

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant from Grants for the Arts.

GRANTS
-+ ARTS

San Francisco Opera is a member of

OPRRMERICA

PRESS PHOTOS: High-resolution, downloadable artist headshots and production images for
Rigoletto are available at sfopera.com/press.

For further press information, please contact San Francisco Opera Communications:;
Julia Inouye (415) 565-6430 / jinouye@sfopera.com
Jeffery McMillan (415) 565-6451 / jmcmillan@sfopera.com
Teresa Concepcion (415) 565-6470 / tconcepcion@sfopera.com
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